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Acceptance, of oneself and events 
  
Receive every inward and outward trouble, every disappointment, pain, uneasiness, temptation, 

darkness, and desolation, with both your hands, as a true opportunity and blessed occasion of dying to self. 
"William Law: The Works", vol.3, ‘Letters’ #11: ‘To a Person Burdened with Inward and Outward Troubles’  

  
 

Aims 
  
I have been the longer upon this subject, trying every way to represent the weakness and corruption of 

our nature, because so far as we rightly understand it, so far we see into the reasonableness and necessity of 
all religious duties. If we fancy ourselves to be wise and regular in our tempers and judgments, we can see 
no reason for denying ourselves; but if we find that our whole nature is in disorder, that our light is 
darkness, our wisdom foolishness, that our tempers and judgments are as gross and blind as our appetites, 
that our senses govern us as they govern children, that our ambition and greatness is taken up with 
gewgaws and trifles, that the state of our bodies is a state of error and delusion, like that of drunkenness and 
passion. 

If we see ourselves in this true light, we shall see the whole reason of self-denial, of meekness, and 
poverty of spirit, of putting off our old man, of renouncing our whole selves, that we may see all things in 
God; of watching and prayer, and mortifying all our inclinations, that our hearts may be moved by a motion 
from God, and our wills and inclinations be directed by the light and wisdom of religion. 

Religion has little or no hold of us, till we have these right apprehensions of ourselves; it may serve for 
a little decency of outward behavior, but it is not the religion of our hearts, till we feel the weakness and 
disorder of our nature, and embrace piety and devotion, as the means of recovering us to a state of 
perfection and happiness in God. 

A Man that thinks himself in health, cannot lament the sickness of his state. 
"William Law: The Works", vol.1, From ‘Practical Treatise upon Christian Perfection’ ch.8  

  
When Pyrrhus King of Epirus, told Cineas what great conquests he intended to make, and how many 

nations he would subdue, Cineas asked him what he would do, when all this was done? He answered, we 
will then live at ease and enjoy ourselves and our friends. Cineas replied to this purpose, Why then, sir, do 
we not now live at ease and enjoy ourselves? If ease and quiet, be the utmost of our views and designs why 
do we run away from it at present? What occasion for all these battles and expeditions all over the world? 

When a Christian is eager after the distinctions of this life, proposing some mighty heights to which he 
will raise himself, either in riches, learning, or power, if one was to ask him what he will do when he has 
obtained them, I suppose his answer would be, that he would then retire, and devote himself to holiness and 
piety. May we not here justly say with Cineas, if piety and holiness is the chief end of man, if these are your 
last proposals, the upshot of all your labors, why do you not enter upon happiness at present? Why all this 
wandering out of your way? 

"William Law: The Works", vol.1, From ‘Practical Treatise upon Christian Perfection’ ch.14  
  
 

Attitude, towards difficulties 
  
You would perhaps devote yourself to perfection, but for this or that little difficulty, that lies in your 

way, you are not in so convenient a state for the full practice of piety as you could wish. But consider, that 
this is nonsense, because perfection consists in conquering difficulties. You could not be perfect, as the 
present state of trial requires, had you not those difficulties and inconveniences to struggle with. These 
things therefore which you would have removed, are laid in your way, that you may make them so many 
steps to perfection. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.1, From ‘Practical Treatise upon Christian Perfection’ ch.14  
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Body, relation to spirit 
  
Every creaturely spirit must have its own body, and cannot be without it; for its body is that which 

makes it manifest to itself. It cannot be said to exist as a creature till in a body, because it can have no 
sensibility of itself, nor feel nor find either that it is, or what it is, but in and by its own body. Its body is its 
first knowledge of its Something and Somewhere. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.3, ‘Spirit of Love’ part 1  
  
 

Books, reading 
  
And above all, let me tell you, that the Book of all books is your own Heart, in which are written and 

engraven the deepest lessons of divine instruction; learn, therefore, to be deeply attentive to the Presence of 
God in your hearts, who is always speaking, always instructing, always illuminating that heart that is 
attentive to him. Here you will meet the divine light in its proper place. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.2, “An Earnest and Serious Answer to Dr. Trapp’s Discourse … ‘  
  
 

Christianity, Christians 
  
Christianity is not a school for the teaching of moral virtue, the polishing of our manners, or forming us 

to live a life of this world with decency and gentility. 
It is deeper and more divine in its designs, and has much nobler ends than these; it implies an entire 

change of life, a dedication of ourselves, our souls and bodies unto God, in the strictest and highest sense of 
the words. … 

Christianity requires a change of nature, a new life perfectly devoted to God. … It is another Birth, that 
brings us into a condition altogether as new, as when we first saw the Light. 

We begin again to be, we enter upon fresh terms of life, have new relations, new hopes and fears, and 
an entire change of everything that can be called good or evil. … 

It is not therefore any number of moral virtues, no partial obedience, no modes of worship, no external 
acts of adoration, no articles of faith, but a new principle of life, an entire change of temper. … 

Let us remember that religion is to alter our nature, that Christian piety consists in a change of heart, 
that it implies a new turn of spirit, a spiritual death, a spiritual life, a dying to the world, and a living wholly 
unto God. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.1, From ‘Practical Treatise upon Christian Perfection’ ch.2  
  
 

Conversion 
  
It is only the weary and heavy laden, that are fitted to be converts, or refreshed; and therefore we can no 

way help a man to be a Christian … but by bringing him into a full sensibility of the evil, and burden, and 
vanity of his natural state. And if he cannot be made sensible of this, we are to leave him to himself in his 
natural state, till some good providence awakens him out of it; and not make proposals to him of the 
reasonableness of believing the Holy Trinity, the Incarnation of the Son of God, and the necessity of his 
sufferings and death, etc., for this method is full as absurd, as to enter into solemn debate with a confessed 
atheist, about the reasonableness of worshipping God in spirit and truth; for, as the existence of a God is the 
only ground of proving that he ought to be worshipped in spirit and in truth, so the certainty and belief of 
our fallen state, is the only ground for showing the reasonableness of the mysteries of redemption. And he 
that disowns the fall of man from a divine life, has all the same reasons for rejecting the mysteries of our 
salvation, as the atheist has to reject the doctrines of a spiritual worship of God. Therefore, to expose the 
mysteries of our salvation, to the wrangle of a debate with an unbeliever of the fall of man, which mysteries 
have no other ground to stand upon, is not only helping him to an easy triumph over you, but is the most 
likely method to prevent his ever being a Christian. For seeing how easily he can ridicule mysteries, which, 
to him in his present state, can have no reasonableness in them, he is put into the most likely way of living 
and dying in a hardened contempt of them. Whereas if you stick close to the one true ground of 
Christianity, and only proceed as that proceeds, and make the unbeliever no offers of any other Christianity, 
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but that which is to begin with the acknowledged sensibility of the fall of human nature from its first divine 
life; you stop where you ought to stop, and rob him of all power and pretense of meddling with the other 
mysteries of salvation. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.3, ‘Way to Divine Knowledge’ dialogue 1  
  
 

Death, awareness or remembrance of 
  
Feast, and business, and pleasures, and enjoyments, seem great things to us, whilst we think of nothing 

else, but as soon as we add death to them, they all sink into an equal littleness; and the soul that is separated 
from the body, no more laments the loss of business, than the losing of a feast. … 

The greatness of those things which follow death, makes all that goes before it sink into nothing. 
"William Law: The Works", vol.2, ‘Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life’ ch. 2  

  
 

Desire 
  
For nothing works either in God, or nature, or creature, but Desire. And as God created angels and men 

out of eternal nature, only through a longing desire of manifesting his own goodness and happiness in them, 
so every angel and man must find God, as a life of happiness and goodness in him, as soon as nature, either 
in angel or man, is become a hunger after God. For hunger does all in all worlds, and finds all that it wants, 
and hungers after. Every thing had its beginning in it, and from it; and every thing is led by it to all its 
happiness. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.3, ‘Way to Divine Knowledge’ dialogue 3  
  
Now, as all desire throughout nature and creature is but one and the same thing, branching itself out into 

various kinds and degrees of existence and operation, so there is but one ‘fire’ throughout all nature and 
creature, standing only in different states and conditions. The fire that is in the light of the sun, is the same 
fire that is in the darkness of the flint: That fire which is the life of our bodies, is the life of our souls; that 
which tears wood in pieces, is the same which upholds the beauteous forms of angels: It is the same fire 
that burns straw, that will at last melt the sun, the same fire that brightens a diamond, is darkened in a flint: 
It is the same fire that kindles life in an animal, that kindled it in angels: In an angel it is an eternal fire of 
an eternal life, in an animal it is the same fire brought into a temporary condition, and therefore can only 
kindle a life that is temporary: The same fire that is mere wrath in a devil, is the sweetness of flaming love 
in an angel; and the same fire which is the majestic glory of heaven, makes the horror of hell. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.2, “An Appeal to all that Doubt, or Disbelieve the Truths of the Gospel …‘ ch. 2  
  
“But how does it appear that this nature, antecedently to the entrance of the deity into it, is triune? Or 

what is this triune nature, before God is supposed to be in union with it?” 
“It is barely a DESIRE. It neither is, nor has, nor can be any thing else but a desire. For desire is the 

only thing in which the deity can work, and manifest itself; for God can only come into that which wants 
and desires Him. 

“The deity is an infinite plenitude, or fullness of riches and powers, in and from itself; and it is only 
WANT and DESIRE that are excluded from it, and can have no existence in it. And here lies the true 
immutable distinction between God and nature, and shows why neither can ever be changed into the other; 
it is, because God is a UNIVERSAL ALL; and nature or desire is a UNIVERSAL WANT, viz., to be filled 
with God. 

“Now, as nature can be nothing but a desire, so nothing is in, or done in any natural way, but as desire 
does it, because desire is the all of nature. And, therefore, there is no strength or substance, no power or 
motion, no cause or effect in nature, but what is in itself a desire, or the working and effect of it. 

“This is the true Origin of attraction, and all its powers, in this material world.” 
"William Law: The Works", vol.3, ‘Spirit of Love’ part 2, dialogue 1  
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Despair 
  
For consider only this, that to be angry at our own anger, to be ashamed of our own pride, and strongly 

resolve not to be weak, is the upshot of all human endeavors; and yet all this is rather the life, than the 
death of self. There is no help, but from a total despair of all human help. When a man is brought to such an 
inward full conviction, as to have no more hope from all human means, than he hopes to see with his hands, 
or hear with his feet, then it is, that he is truly prepared to die to self, that is, to give up all thoughts of 
having or doing any thing that is good, in any other way but that of a meek, humble, patient, total 
resignation of himself to God. All that we do before this conviction is in great ignorance of ourselves, and 
full of weakness and impurity. Let our zeal be ever so wonderful, yet if it begins sooner, or proceeds 
further, or to any other matter, or in any other way, than as it is led and guided by this conviction, it is full 
of delusion. No repentance, however long or laborious, is conversion to God, till it falls into this state. For 
God must do all, or all is nothing; but God cannot do all, till all is expected from Him; and all is not 
expected from Him, till by a true and good despair of every human help, we have no hope, or trust, or 
longing after any thing, but a patient, meek, humble, total resignation to God. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.3, ‘Spirit of Love’ part 2, dialogue 3  
  
 

Detachment, dispassion 
  
Even the necessities of life must be sought with a kind of indifference, so that our souls may be truly 

sensible of greater wants, and disposed to hunger and thirst after enjoyments that will make us happy for 
ever. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.1, From ‘Practical Treatise upon Christian Perfection’ ch.3  
  
 

Eternity 
  
There is nothing that began to be, but what may be destroyed or cease to be; but as truth and reason can 

never cease to be, so it implies a contradiction in terms, for truth and reason ever to have had a beginning. 
It is the same in moral virtue, which is truth and reason, considered in relation to actions; and the 

difference between one action and another, is as immutable and eternal, as the difference between one line 
and another, and can no more be destroyed. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.1, From ‘Fable of the Bees’  
  
 

Faith 
  
Now this faith may be thus understood; it is that power by which a man gives himself up to anything, 

seeks, wills, adheres to, and unites with it, so that his life lives in it, and belongs to it. Now to whatever the 
soul gives itself up; whatever it hungers after; and in which it delights, and seeks to be united; there, and 
there only, is its faith; that faith which can work either life or death, and according to which faith, 
everything is, and must be done to man. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.3, ‘Way to Divine Knowledge’ dialogue 2  
  
 

Fire 
  
Fire compacted, created, separated from Light and Air, is the elemental Fire of this world: Fire 

uncreated, uncompacted, unseparated from Light and Air, is the heavenly Fire of Eternity: Fire kindled in 
any material thing is only Fire breaking out of its created, compacted state; it is nothing else but the 
awakening of the spiritual properties of that thing. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.2, “An Appeal to all that Doubt, or Disbelieve the Truths of the Gospel …‘ ch. 2  
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Food, spiritual 
  
Everything must have the nature of that which it chooses for its food. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.2, “An Earnest and Serious Answer to Dr. Trapp’s Discourse … ‘  
  
 

God, arguments for/against 
  
O, dear reader, stay a while in this important place, and learn to know yourself: All your senses make 

you to know and feel, that you stand in the Vanity of Time; but every motion, stirring, imagination, and 
thought of your mind, whether in fancying, fearing, or loving everlasting life, is the same infallible proof, 
that you are standing in the Midst of Eternity, are an offspring and inhabitant of it, and must be for ever 
inseparable from it. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.2, “An Appeal to all that Doubt, or Disbelieve the Truths of the Gospel …‘ ch. 1  
  
 

God, is within us 
  
Thou seest, hearest, and feelest nothing of God, because thou seekest for Him abroad with thy outward 

eyes, thou seekest for Him in books, in controversies, in the church and outward exercises, but there thou 
wilt not find Him till thou hast first found Him in thy heart. Seek for Him in thy heart, and thou wilt never 
seek in vain, for there He dwells, there is the seat of His Light and Holy Spirit. 

from ‘The Spirit of Prayer’  
  
 

Happiness, or blessedness, joy 
  
For when we are at the top of all human attainments, we are still at the bottom of all human misery, and 

have made no further advancement towards true happiness than those whom we see in the want of all these 
excellences. Whether a man die before he has written poems, compiled histories, or raised an estate, 
signifies no more that whether he died a hundred, or a thousand years ago. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.1, From ‘Practical Treatise upon Christian Perfection’ ch.14  
  
If our happiness depends upon men, our tempers will necessarily depend upon men, and we shall love 

and hate people in proportion as they help or hinder us in such happiness. 
This is absolutely necessary, and we can never act otherwise, till we are governed by a happiness where 

no men can make themselves our rivals, nor prevent our attainment of it. 
And when we are in this state, it will be no harder to help our neighbor as ourselves, than it is to wish 

them the enjoyment of the same light, or the same common air; for these being goods, which may be 
enjoyed equally by all, are not the occasion of envy. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.1, From ‘Practical Treatise upon Christian Perfection’ ch.5  
  
 

Heaven, is within one 
  
But unless there was this spark of heaven hidden in the soul, not the least beginning of man’s salvation 

could be made. For what could begin to deny self, if there was not something in man different from self? 
What could begin to have desire of a heavenly life, if there was not something of heaven hidden in his soul? 

"William Law: The Works", vol.3, ‘Spirit of Love’ part 2, dialogue 1  
  
Heaven is as near to our souls, as this world is to our bodies. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.3, ‘Spirit of Prayer’ part 1  
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Hell, Hades 
  
There is no hell, but where the will of the creature is turned from God; nor any heaven, but where the 

will of the creature worketh with God. 
"William Law: The Works", vol.3, ‘Way to Divine Knowledge’ dialogue 2  

  
 

Humans, makeup, nature of 
  
This union of our souls and bodies, is the reason both why we have so little, and so much power over 

ourselves. It is owing to this union, that we have so little power over our souls; for as we cannot prevent the 
effects of external objects upon our bodies, as we cannot command outward causes, so we cannot always 
command the inward state of our minds; because, as outward objects act upon our bodies without our leave, 
so our bodies act upon our minds by the laws of the union of the soul and the body: And thus you see it is 
owing to this union, that we have so little power over ourselves. 

On the other hand, it is owing to this union, that we have so much power over ourselves. For as our 
souls, in a great measure, depend upon our bodies, and as we have great power over our bodies, as we can 
command our outward actions, and oblige ourselves to such habits of life, as naturally produce habits in the 
soul, as we can mortify our bodies, and remove ourselves, from objects that inflame our passions, so we 
have a great power over the inward state of our souls. Again, as we are masters of our outward actions, as 
we can force ourselves to outward acts of reading, praying, singing, and the like, and as all these bodily 
actions have an effect upon the soul, as they naturally tend to form such and such tempers in our hearts; so 
by being masters of these outward, bodily actions, we have great power over the inward state of the heart. 

And thus it is owing to this union, that we have so much power over ourselves. 
"William Law: The Works", vol.2, ‘Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life’ ch. 15  

  
Whilst therefore we are in the body, we are constantly in a state of disorder, like to those who are drunk 

or in a violent passion; we have some passion or other, either of self-love, vanity, envy or the like, that 
affects our spirits, and disorders our judgment, in the same manner, though not in the same degree, as their 
spirits are affected, who are in the heat of drink, or in some violent passion. … 

Now this is the state of all people in some respect or other, there is some way of life that has got hold of 
them, and given them a taste and relish for it, in the same manner that drinking has formed the drunkard to 
a peculiar liking of it. All people are not intemperate, but all are under habits of life, that affect the mind in 
the same manner, as intemperance. 

Some people have indulged themselves so long in dressing, others in play, others in sports of the field, 
others only in little gossiping stories, that they are as much slaves to these ways of life, as the intemperate 
man is a slave to liquor. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.1, From ‘Practical Treatise upon Christian Perfection’ ch.8  
  
 

Humility, and humiliation 
  
Humility also is much better discovered by our behavior towards our equals and superiors, than towards 

those who are so much below us. … It does not hurt a man to show great submission to a king, because he 
has no thoughts of being equal to a king; and for the same reason it does not hurt him to condescend to 
poor people, because he never imagines, that they will think themselves equal to him. So that it is the great 
inequality of condition, that makes it as easy for people to condescend to those who are a great way below 
them, as to be submissive, and yielding to those who are vastly above them. 

From this it appears, that our most splendid acts of virtue, which we think to be sufficient to atone for 
our other known defects, may themselves be so vain and defective as to have no worth in them. This also 
shows us the absolute necessity of laboring after all instances of perfection in every virtue, because if we 
pick and choose what parts of any virtue we will perform, we sin against all the same reasons, as if we 
neglected all parts of it. If we choose to give instead of forgiving, we choose something else instead of 
charity. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.1, From ‘Practical Treatise upon Christian Perfection’ ch.14  
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Humility is nothing else but a right judgement of ourselves, and is only so far enjoined, as it is suitable 
to the truth of our state; for to think worse of ourselves than we really are, is no more a virtue than to take 
five to be less than four. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.1, From ‘Practical Treatise upon Christian Perfection’ ch.7  
  
 

Idolatry 
  
But if we consider things more than words, we shall find, that idolatry is nowhere, but where the heart 

has set up something in the place of God; and therefore is everywhere, and in every thing, where the heart 
places that repose, trust, and delight, which should be placed in God alone. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.2, “Some Animadversions upon Dr. Trapp’s late Reply”  
  
 

Immortality 
  
For no will is, or can be free, but the will of God, and where the will-spirit of God is not, there is, and 

can be nothing, but the instinct of nature, which can only go on in one way, as nature works. Therefore so 
sure as angels and men have a freedom of will, so sure is it, that the will-spirit of God, has its birth in them. 

And this is the ground, and reason, why the soul of man, is, and must inevitably be immortal. It is 
because the will-spirit of the soul, the leader, and former of its life, being generated from the will-spirit of 
God, death can have nothing to do with it, or have any relation to it. It must always live, because it has 
nothing but Life in it. Neither can its works die, or depart from it, because whatever it works, it works from 
itself, and every thing it brings forth, is its own offspring, or rather a growth of itself. All therefore that the 
will-spirit has done, though in a temporal world, must go along with it into its own eternity. It can no more 
depart from its own works, than it can depart from itself, and therefore the Scripture says, that our works 
follow us. 

In this free divine will-spirit of the soul, lies all man’s capacity for divine goodness. For, to choose to 
will that which God wills, and to love that which God loves, is the whole essence and spirit of all divine 
morality. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.3, “A Short Confutation of Dr. Warburton’s Defence”  
  
 

Judgment, Last 
  
But hear how the God of Nature himself speaks of this matter: Behold, I have set before thee, Life and 

Death, Fire and Water, — choose whither you will. Here lies the whole of the divine mercy; it is all on this 
side of the Day of Judgment: till the end of time, God is compassionate and long-suffering, and continues 
to every creature a power of choosing Life or Death, Water or Fire; but when the End of Time is come, 
there is an End of Choice, and the Last Judgment is only a putting everyone into the full and sole 
possession of that which he has chosen. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.2, “An Appeal to all that Doubt, or Disbelieve the Truths of the Gospel …‘ ch. 1  
  
 

Laws, are different for animals 
  
Man, the noblest creature that is in this world, has yet various circumstances of necessity, poverty, 

distress and shame that are not common to other animals of this world. It is because the creatures of this life 
are here at home, are the proper inhabitants of this world, and therefore that womb out of which they are 
born has provided them with all that they want; but man being only fallen into it, must in many respects 
find himself in such wants as other creatures have not. Transitory time has brought them forth, and 
therefore they can have no pain, nor concern, nor danger in passing away; because it is the very form of 
their nature, to begin, and to have an end. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.2, “An Appeal to all that Doubt, or Disbelieve the Truths of the Gospel …‘ ch. 1  
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Learning 
  
Everything is, and must be, its own proof; and can only be known from and by itself. There is no 

knowledge of anything, but where the thing itself is, and is found, and possessed. Life, and every kind and 
degree of life, is only known by life; and so far as life reaches, so far is there knowledge, and no further. 
Whatever knowledge you can get by the searching and working of your own active reason, is only like that 
knowledge, which you may be said to have got, when you have searched for a needle in a load of straw, till 
you have found it. 

For nothing that is brought into the mind from without, or is only an idea beheld by our reasoning 
faculty, is any more our knowledge, than the seeing our natural face in a glass, is seeing our own selves. 
And all the ideas or images that your reason can form of any absent, unpossessed thing, is no more a part of 
your own knowledge, than your drawing a picture of your own hand is making a member of your own 
body. It is therefore a vain and fruitless inquiry, to be asking beforehand for the knowledge of any 
unpossessed matters; for knowledge can only be yours, as sickness and health is yours, not conveyed into 
you by a hearsay notion, but the fruit of your own perception and sensibility of that which you are, and that 
which you have in yourself. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.3, ‘Way to Divine Knowledge’ dialogue 2  
  
You will find, that all the world preaches to an attentive mind; and that if you have but ears to hear, 

almost everything you meet, teaches you some lesson of wisdom. 
"William Law: The Works", vol.2, ‘Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life’ ch. 13  

  
 

Life (general) 
  
If you were to see a man duly endeavoring all his life to satisfy his thirst, by holding up one and the 

same empty cup to his mouth, you would certainly despise his ignorance. 
But if you should see others of brighter parts, and finer understandings, ridiculing the dull satisfaction 

of one cup, and thinking to satisfy their own thirst, by a variety of gilt and golden empty cups; would you 
think that these were ever the wiser, or happier, or better employed, for their finer parts? 

Now this is all the difference that you can see in the happiness of this life. 
"William Law: The Works", vol.2, ‘Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life’ ch. 12  

  
 

Life, as a dream or illusion 
  
The greatest Part of Mankind, nay of Christians, may be said to be asleep; and that particular way of 

Life, which takes up each man’s mind, thoughts, and actions, may be very well called his particular dream. 
This degree of vanity is equally visible in every form and order of life. The learned and the ignorant, the 
rich and the poor, are all in the same state of slumber, only passing away a short life in a different kind of 
dream. … 

For a life devoted to the interests and enjoyments of this world, spent and wasted in the slavery of 
earthly desires, may be truly called a dream, as having all the shortness, vanity, and delusion of a dream; 
only with this great difference, that when a dream is over, nothing is lost but fictions and fancies; but when 
the dream of life is ended only by death, all that eternity is lost for which we were brought into being. … 

But do but suppose a man to know himself, that he comes into this world on no other errand, but to rise 
out of the vanity of time into the riches of eternity; do but suppose him to govern his inward thoughts and 
outward actions by this view of himself, and then to him every day has lost all its evil; prosperity and 
adversity have no difference, because he receives and uses them both in the same spirit; life and death are 
equally welcome, because equally parts of his way to eternity. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.3, ‘Spirit of Prayer’ part 1, ch. 1  
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Life, as a prison 
  
This world has merely the nature of a hospital, where people only are, because they are distempered, 

and where no happiness is sought for, but that of being healed, and made fit to leave it. 
"William Law: The Works", vol.2, ‘The Grounds and Reasons of Christian Regeneration, or the New Birth’  

  
 

Life, as troubles 
  
Poor mortals! What is the one wish and desire of your hearts? What is it that you call happiness, and 

matter of rejoicing? Is it not when everything about you helps you to stand upon higher ground, gives full 
nourishment to self-esteem, and gratifies every pride of life? And yet life itself is the loss of everything, 
unless pride be overcome. Oh stop awhile in contemplation of this great truth. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.3, ‘Spirit of Prayer’ part 2, dialogue 1  
  
Those who are driving away the ordinary cares, and little vexations, of human life, by diversions, don’t 

enough consider the nature of human life. For the little ordinary troubles of Life, make up the whole trouble 
of life, and the reason why so many people are full of trouble and uneasiness, is because they are unable to 
bear little ordinary troubles; and they are unable to bear them, because they don't use the proper means. For 
since every disquiet is at something or other that concerns our state and condition, there is no way of 
relieving us from this disquiet, but by getting right notions of our condition. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.1, From ‘Practical Treatise upon Christian Perfection’ ch.10  
  
 

Love, from God 
  
Love is my bait; you must be caught by it; it will put its hook into your heart, and force you to know, 

that of all strong things, nothing is so strong, so irresistible, as Divine Love. 
"William Law: The Works", vol.3, ‘Spirit of Prayer’ part 2, dialogue 3  

  
 

Love, of self, self-will, selfishness 
  
All that I would here say of these inward delights and enjoyments is only this; they are not holiness, 

they are not piety, they are not perfection; but they are God's gracious allurements and calls to seek after 
holiness and spiritual perfection … and ought rather to convince us that we are as yet but babes, than that 
we are really men of God. … This alone is the true Kingdom of God opened in the soul when, stripped of 
all selfishness, it has only one love and one will in it; when it has no motion or desire but what branches 
from the Love of God, and resigns itself wholly to the Will of God. … To sum up all in a word: Nothing 
has separated us from God but our own will, or rather our own will is our separation from God. All the 
disorder and corruption and malady of our nature lies in a certain fixedness of our own will, imagination, 
and desire, wherein we live to ourselves, are our own center and circumference, act wholly from ourselves, 
according to our own will, imagination, and desires. There is not the smallest degree of evil in us but what 
arises from this selfishness, because we are thus all in all to ourselves. … To be humble, mortified, devout, 
patient in a certain degree, and to be persecuted for our virtues, is no hurt to this selfishness; nay, spiritual-
self must have all these virtues to subsist upon, and his life consists in seeing, knowing, and feeling the 
bulk, strength, and reality of them. But still, in all this show and glitter of virtue, there is an unpurified 
bottom on which they stand, there is a selfishness which can no more enter into the Kingdom of Heaven 
than the grossness of flesh and blood can enter into it. What we are to feel and undergo in these last 
purifications, when the deepest root of all selfishness, as well spiritual as natural, is to be plucked up and 
torn from us, or how we shall be able to stand in that trial, are both of them equally impossible to be known 
by us beforehand. 

from 'Christian Regeneration'  
  
All that you have to do, or can do, is to oppose, resist, and, as far as you can, to renounce the evil 

tempers, and workings of your own earthly nature. You are under the power of no other enemy, are held in 
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no other captivity, and want no other deliverance, but from the power of your own earthly self. This is the 
one murderer of the divine life within you. It is your own Cain that murders your own Abel. Now every 
thing that your earthly nature does, is under the influence of self-will, self-love, and self-seeking, whether it 
carries you to laudable, or blamable practices, all is done in the nature and spirit of Cain, and only helps 
you to such goodness, as when Cain slew his brother. For every action and motion of self murders the 
divine life within you. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.3, ‘Spirit of Love’ part 2, dialogue 1  
  
Self is the root, the tree, and the branches of all the evils of our fallen state. We are without God, 

because we are in the life of self. Self-love, self-esteem and self-seeking are the very essence, and life, of 
pride. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.3, ‘Address to the Clergy’  
  
Self is the whole evil of fallen nature; self-denial is our capacity of being saved; humility is our savior. 

This is every man’s short lesson of life; and he that has well learnt it, is scholar enough, and has had all the 
benefit of a most finished education. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.3, ‘Address to the Clergy’  
  
 

Nature, as a reflection of spiritual world 
  
Everything in temporal nature is descended out of that which is eternal, and stands as a palpable visible 

outbirth of it, so when we know how to separate the grossness, death, and darkness of time from it, we find 
it is in its eternal state. … In Eternal nature, or the Kingdom of Heaven, materiality stands in life and light; 
it is the light’s glorious Body, or that garment wherewith light is clothed, and therefore has all the 
properties of light in it, and only differs from light as it is its brightness and beauty, as the holder and 
displayer of all its colors, powers, and virtues. 

From 'An Appeal to All who Doubt'  
  
The outward world is but a glass, or representation of the inward; and everything and variety of things 

in temporal nature, must have its root, or hidden cause, in something that is more inward. 
"William Law: The Works", vol.2, ‘The Grounds and Reasons of Christian Regeneration, or the New Birth’  

  
There is not [interpreting Jacob Boehme] the smallest thing or the smallest quality of a thing in this 

world, but is a quality of heaven or hell discovered [i.e. revealed] under a temporal form. Everything that is 
disagreeable to taste, to the sight, to our hearing, smelling or feeling has its root and ground and cause in 
and from hell [the dark kingdom], and is as surely in its degree the working and manifestation of hell in this 
world, as the most diabolical malice and wickedness is; the stink of weeds, of mire, of all poisonous, 
corrupted things; shrieks, horrible sounds; wrathful fire, rage of tempests and thick darkness, are all of them 
things that had no possibility of existence, till the fallen angels disordered their kingdom [i.e. until the inner 
universe was spoiled by narrow, sundered desires]. Therefore everything that is disagreeable and horrible in 
this life, everything that can afflict and terrify our senses, all the kinds of natural and moral evil, are only so 
much of the nature, effects and manifestation of hell, for hell and evil are only two words for one and the 
same thing. On the other hand, all that is sweet, delightful and amiable in the world, in the serenity of air, 
the fineness of seasons, the joy of light, the melody of sounds, the beauty of colours, the fragrance of 
smells, the splendour of precious stones, is nothing else but heaven breaking through the veil of this world, 
manifesting itself in such a degree and darting forth in such variety so much of its own nature. 

"Notes and Materials for a Biography of William Law", by Christopher  Walton 
  
 

Opinion, concern about other people's 
  
To lessen your fear and regard to the opinion of the world, think how soon the world will disregard you, 

and have no more thought or concern about you, than about the poorest animal that died in a ditch. 
"William Law: The Works", vol.2, ‘Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life’ ch. 17  
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Piety, devotion, reverence 
  
Do not therefore please yourself with thinking, how piously you would act and submit to God in a 

plague, a famine, or persecution, but be intent upon the perfection of the present day; and be assured, that 
the best way of showing a true zeal, is to make little things the occasion of great piety. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.2, ‘Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life’ ch. 22  
  
 

Prayer 
  
If you confess yourself only to be a sinner, you only confess yourself to be a man, but when you 

describe and confess your own particular guilt, then you find cause for your own particular sorrow, then 
you give your prayers all the power they can have, to affect and wound your heart. In like manner, when 
you pray for God's grace, don't be satisfied with a general petition, but make your prayers suitable to your 
defects. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.1, From ‘Practical Treatise upon Christian Perfection’ ch.12  
  
Prayer is the nearest approach to God, and the highest enjoyment of him, that we are capable of in this 

life. 
"William Law: The Works", vol.2, ‘Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life’ ch. 14  

  
The spirit of prayer is the hunger of the soul; and as every hunger is, so it eats. … And if it hungers after 

God, it eats the food which gives life to the angels. 
"William Law: The Works", vol.3, ‘Way to Divine Knowledge’ dialogue 2  

  
When therefore we would know how much we ought to pray, we must consider how much our hearts 

want to be altered, and remember that the great work of prayer is to work upon ourselves; it is not to move 
and affect God, but it is to move and affect our own hearts. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.1, From ‘Practical Treatise upon Christian Perfection’ ch.12  
  
 

Prayers, hymns, exhortations, praises 
  
O Man! consider yourself, here you stand in the earnest, perpetual strife of good and evil, all nature is 

continually at work to bring about the great redemption; the whole creation is travailing in pain, and 
laborious working, to be delivered from the vanity of time, and will you be asleep? … You cannot stand 
still, because you live in the perpetual workings of temporal and eternal Nature; if you work not with the 
good, the evil that is in nature carries you along with it: You have the height and depth of eternity in you, 
and therefore be doing what you will, either in the closet, the field, the shop or the church, you are sowing 
that which grows, and must be reaped in eternity. Nothing of yours can vanish away, but every thought, 
motion, and desire of your heart, has its effect either in the height of heaven, or the depth of hell: And as 
time is upon the wing, to put an end to the strife of good and evil, and bring about the last great separation 
of all things into their eternal state, with such speed are you making haste either to be wholly an angel, or 
wholly a devil: O! therefore awake, watch and pray, and join with all your force with that goodness of God, 
which has created time and all things in it, to have a happy end in eternity. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.2, “An Appeal to all that Doubt, or Disbelieve the Truths of the Gospel …‘ ch. 2  
  
 

Purification, refinement 
  
Purification therefore is the one thing necessary, and nothing will do in the stead of it. But man is not 

purified till every earthly wrathful, sensual, selfish, partial, self-willing temper, is taken from him. He is not 
dying to himself till he is dying to these tempers; and he is not alive in God till he is dead to them. For he 
wants purification only because he has these tempers; and therefore he has not the purification which he 
wants till they are all separated from him. It is the purity and perfection of the divine nature that must be 
brought again into him, because in that purity and perfection he came forth from God, and could have no 
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less as he was a child of God, that was to be blessed by a life in him and from him. For nothing impure, or 
imperfect in its will or working, can have any union with God. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.3, ‘Spirit of Love’ part 1  
  
 

Reality, observations on 
  
We are apt to think that our imaginations and desires may be played with, that they rise and fall away as 

nothing, because they do not always bring forth outward and visible effects. But indeed they are the 
greatest reality we have, and are the true formers and raisers of all that is real and solid in us. All outward 
power that we exercise in the things about us, is but as a shadow in comparison of that inward power, that 
resides in our will, imagination, and desires; these communicate with eternity, and kindle a life which 
always reaches either heaven or hell. This strength of the inward man makes all that is the angel, and all 
that is the devil in us, and we are neither good nor bad, but according to the working of that which is 
spiritual and invisible in us. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.2, 'An Appeal to all that Doubt, or Disbelieve the Truths of the Gospel …‘ ch. 2  
  
 

Reason, limitations of 
  
So that what you imagine, of your having a Religion of pure Reason, is the merest Fiction of Deceit that 

can be imposed upon you; for Reason has nothing of its own, it acts nothing of itself, it barely reflects that 
which comes from the Heart, as the moon barely reflects that which comes from the sun; it is the Servant of 
the Heart, and must act or not act in obedience to it; what the Heart loves, that Reason contends for; and 
what the Heart has no inclination to, that Reason objects against. Therefore there neither is, nor was, nor 
ever can be any other Religion but the Religion of the Heart, and Reason is only its servant. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.2, ‘Demonstration of the Fundamental Errors of a Late Book called “A Plain Account 
of the Nature of the Sacrament …”’   

  
 

Religion 
  
The short is this: The whole matter of religion relates only to Life and Death. But life and death are both 

of them immutable, and founded in the unchangeable nature of things. Nothing can alter them, or invent a 
new way, either to or from either of them. To what purpose then, is all this dividing into so many parties? 
Why all this strife and zeal about opinions? Death and life go on their own way, carry on their own work, 
and stay for no opinions. Does the stone stop, or alter its tendency towards the Earth? Do the sparks and 
flame cease to fly upwards, because philosophers dispute and quarrel about the reasons of one or the other? 
No; nature goes on in its own way, let reason say what it will. Now death and life have their own 
unchangeable nature and working in and from themselves; and are just as distinct from, and independent of, 
all opinions of men about them, as the things just now mentioned: so that to will and work, as life wills and 
works, and to will and work, as death wills and works, is the one only possible way to partake either of life 
or death. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.3, ‘Way to Divine Knowledge’ dialogue 2  
  

Religion, fundamentals of 
  
A religion has no good of religion in it, but in so far as it introduces the Life, Power, and Presence of 

God into the soul. 
"William Law: The Works", vol.2, ‘Demonstration of the Fundamental Errors of a Late Book called “A Plain Account 

of the Nature of the Sacrament …”’   
  
Religion is not ours till we live by it, till it is the religion of our thoughts, words, and actions, till it goes 

with us unto every place, sits uppermost on every occasion, and forms and governs our hopes and fears, our 
cares and pleasures. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.1, From ‘Practical Treatise upon Christian Perfection’ ch.9  
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Science, esoteric 
  
All qualities are not only good, but infinitely perfect, as they are in God; and it is absolutely impossible, 

that they should have any evil or defect in them, as they are in the One God, who is the great and Universal 
All. Because, where all properties are, there must necessarily be an all possible perfection: And that which 
must always have All in itself, must, by an absolute necessity, be always all perfect. But the same qualities, 
thus infinitely good and perfect in God, may become imperfect and evil in the creature; because in the 
creature, being limited and finite, they may be divided and separated from one another by the creature 
itself. Thus strength and fire in the Divine Nature, are nothing else but the strength and flame of Love, and 
never can be anything else; but in the creature, strength and fire may be separated from Love, and then they 
are become an evil, they are wrath and darkness, and all mischief: And thus that same strength and quality, 
which in creatures making a right use of their own will, or self-motion, becomes their goodness and 
perfection, doth in creatures making a wrong use of their will, become their evil and mischievous nature: 
And it is a truth that deserves well to be considered, that there is no goodness in any creature, from the 
highest to the lowest, but in its continuing to be such an union of qualities and powers, as God has brought 
together in its creation. … 

The same strong desire, fiery wrath, and stinging motion is in holy angels, that is in devils, just as the 
same sourness, astringency, and biting bitterness is in a full ripened fruit, which was there before it 
received the riches of the light and spirit of the air. In a ripened fruit, its first sourness, astringency, and 
bitterness is not lost, nor destroyed, but becomes the real cause of all its rich spirit, fine taste, fragrant 
smell, and beautiful colour; take away the working, contending nature of these first qualities, and you 
annihilate the spirit, taste, smell, and virtue of the fruit, and there would be nothing left for the sun and 
spirit of the air to enrich. 

Just in the same manner, that which in a devil is an evil selfishness, a wrathful fire, a stinging motion, is 
in an holy angel, the everlasting kindling of a divine life, the strong birth of an heavenly love, it is a real 
cause of an ever-springing, ever-triumphing joyfulness, an ever-increasing sensibility of bliss. 

Take away the working, contending nature of these first qualities, which in a devil, are only a serpentine 
selfishness, wrath, fire, and stinging motion; take away these, I say, from holy angels, and you leave them 
neither light, nor love, nor heavenly glory, nothing for the birth of the Son, and Holy Spirit of God to rise 
up in. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.2, “An Appeal to all that Doubt, or Disbelieve the Truths of the Gospel …‘ ch. 1  
  
 

Seeking, searching, for the spiritual 
  
Begin to search and dig in thine own field for this pearl of eternity that lies hidden in it; it cannot cost 

thee too much, nor canst thou buy it too dear, for it is all; and when thou has found it thou wilt know that 
all which thou hast sold or given away for it is as mere a nothing as a bubble upon the water. 

from ‘The Spirit of Prayer’  
  
What a folly then to be so perplexed about the way to God? For nothing is the way to God, but our 

heart. God is nowhere else to be found; and the heart itself cannot find Him, or be helped by any thing else 
to find Him, but by its own love of Him, faith in Him, dependence upon Him, resignation to Him, and 
expectation of all from Him. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.3, ‘Spirit of Love’ part 2, dialogue 3  
  
 

Self-criticism 
  
There is indeed a falseness in our hearts, a mechanism in our constitution, which will deceive those who 

do not constantly suspect themselves. 
"William Law: The Works", vol.1, From ‘Practical Treatise upon Christian Perfection’ ch.11  
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Self-denial 
  
But the one true way of dying to self is most simple and plain, it wants no arts, or methods, no cells, 

monasteries, or pilgrimages, it is equally practicable by every body, it is always at hand; it meets you in 
every thing, it is free from all deceit, and is never without success. 

If you ask, What is this one true, simple, plain, immediate, and unerring way? It is the way of patience, 
meekness, humility, and resignation to God. This is the truth and perfection of dying to self; it is nowhere 
else, nor possible to be in any thing else, but in this state of heart. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.3, ‘Spirit of Love’ part 2, dialogue 3  
  
I suppose it will be readily granted, that all tempers are increased by indulgence, and that the more we 

yield to any disposition, the stronger it grows; it is therefore certain, that self-denial is our only cure, and 
that we must practice as many sorts of self-denial, as we have ill tempers to contend with. 

Pride, hypocrisy, vanity, hatred, and detraction, are all disorderly indulgences, and have their only cure 
in self-denial, as certainly as drunkenness and sensuality. … 

But the misfortune is that we govern ourselves in these tempers, not by what is sinful according to the 
principles of religion, but by what is odious in the eyes of the world. We don't labor to avoid the sin, but are 
content to avoid what is scandalous in it. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.1, From ‘Practical Treatise upon Christian Perfection’ ch.8  
  
 

Self-knowledge and self-examination 
  
Again, here you see, where and how you are to seek your salvation, not in taking up your traveling staff, 

or crossing the seas to find out a new Luther or a new Calvin, to clothe yourself with their opinions, No. 
The oracle is at home, that always, and only speaks the truth to you, because nothing is your truth, but that 
good and that evil which is yours within you. For salvation or damnation is no outward thing, that is 
brought into you from without, but is only that which springs up within you, as the birth and state of your 
own life. What you are in yourself, what is doing in yourself, is all that can be either your salvation or 
damnation. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.3, ‘Spirit of Love’ part 2, dialogue 1  
  
You are not to content yourself with a hasty general review of the day, but you must enter upon it with 

deliberation; begin with the first action of the day, and proceed step by step, through every particular matter 
that you have been concerned in, and so let no time, place or action be overlooked. 

An examination thus managed, will in a little time make you as different from yourself, as a wise man is 
different from an idiot. It will give you such a newness of mind, such a spirit of wisdom, and desire of 
perfection, as you were an entire stranger to before. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.2, ‘Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life’ ch. 23  
  
 

Self-reflection 
  
I cannot see why every [person] should not put these questions seriously to himself: 
What is the best thing for me to intend and drive at in all my actions? How shall I do to make the most 

of human life? What ways shall I wish that I had taken, when I am leaving the world? 
"William Law: The Works", vol.2, ‘Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life’ ch. 20  

  
 

Sleep, spiritual 
  
But when you see this state of human life, fancy that you saw all the world asleep, the prince no longer 

a prince, the beggar no longer begging, but every man sleeping out of his proper state, some happy, others 
tormented, and all changing their condition as fast as one foolish dream could succeed another. 

When you have seen this, you have seen all that the world awake can do for you; if you will, you may 
go to sleep for awhile, you may lie down and dream; for, be as happy as the world can make you, all is but 
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sleeping and dreaming, and what is still worse, it is like sleeping in a ship when you should be pumping out 
the water; or dreaming you are a prince, when you should be redeeming yourself from slavery. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.1, From ‘Practical Treatise upon Christian Perfection’ ch.1  
  
 

Soul 
  
For though God be everywhere present, yet He is only present to thee in the deepest and most central 

part of thy soul. Thy natural senses cannot possess God or unite thee to Him; nay, thy inward faculties of 
understanding, will, and memory can only reach after God, but cannot be the place of His habitation in 
thee. But there is a root or depth in thee from whence all these faculties come forth, as lines from a center 
or as branches from the body of the tree. This depth is called the center, the fund or bottom of the soul. This 
depth is the unity, the eternity, I had almost said the infinity of thy soul; for it is so infinite that nothing can 
satisfy it or give it any rest but the infinity of God. 

from ‘The Spirit of Prayer’  
  
 

Suffering, is necessary 
  
We are all of us afraid both of inward and outward distress; and yet, till distress comes, our life is but a 

dream, and we have no awakened sensibility of our own true state. 
"William Law: The Works", vol.3, ‘Letters’ #11: ‘To a Person Burdened with Inward and Outward Troubles’  

  
 

Thanksgiving 
  
Would you know who is the greatest Saint in the world: It is not he who prays most, or fasts most; it is 

not he who gives most alms, or is most eminent for temperance, chastity, or justice; but it is he who is 
always thankful to God, who wills everything that God wills, who receives everything as an instance of 
God’s goodness, and has a heart always ready to praise God for it. … 

If anyone would tell you the shortest, surest way to all happiness, and all perfection, he must tell you to 
make a rule to yourself, to thank and praise God for everything that happens to you. For it is certain, that 
whatever seeming calamity happens to you, if you thank and praise God for it, you turn it into a blessing. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.2, ‘Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life’ ch. 15  
  
 

Time 
  
Time cannot alter the nature or essence of things; it only suffers that to come to pass which is possible, 

and consistent with the nature of things. No length of time can make a circle to have, or give forth, the 
properties of a right line. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.3, ‘Way to Divine Knowledge’ dialogue 1  
  
 

Vanity, flattery 
  
A man that is half distracted till he has got some little distinction, does at the same time despise the 

highest honors of other countries, and would not leave his own condition, to possess the ridiculous 
greatness of an Indian king. He sees the vanity and falseness of their honors, but forgets that all honor 
placed in external things, is equally vain and false. 

He does not consider that the difference of greatness, is only the difference of flowers and feathers; and 
that they who are dressing themselves with beads, have as just a taste of what adorns their persons, as they 
who place the same pride in diamonds. … 

For how many things in life do people labor after, break their rest and peace to get, which yet when 
gotten, are of as much real use to them, as a staff and shoes to a corpse underground? They are always 
adding something to their life, which is only like adding another pair of shoes to a body in the grave. … 
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Don’t therefore think to compound matters, or that it is enough to avoid the vanity of the vainest men. 
There is as much folly in seeking little as great honors; as great a mistake in needless expense upon 
yourself, as upon anything else. … 

Remember that this Life is but a vapor … and do, therefore, know yourself. 
"William Law: The Works", vol.1, From ‘Practical Treatise upon Christian Perfection’ ch.1  

  
 

Way, stages, signs of progress 
  
Now, this must be your process, a desire brought into an anguishing state; or the bitter sorrows and fiery 

agitations of repentance, must be the beginning of a divine life in your soul; it is by this awakened fire, or 
inward agitation, that it becomes capable of being regenerated, or turned into a heavenly life, by the light 
and Holy Spirit of God. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.2, “An Appeal to all that Doubt, or Disbelieve the Truths of the Gospel …‘ ch. 1  
  
 

Work, done only on/by oneself 
  
It is your own Cain that murders your own Abel. Do not cross the seas to find a new Luther or a new 

Calvin, to clothe yourself with their opinions. No, the oracle is at home, that always and only speaks the 
truth to you. Salvation or damnation is no outward thing that is brought into you from without. Your 
salvation consists, not in any historic faith, or knowledge of anything absent or distant from you, not in any 
variety of restraints, rules and methods of practicing virtues, not in any formality of opinion about faith and 
works, repentance, forgiveness of sins, or justification and sanctification, but wholly and solely in the life 
of God, or Christ of God, quickened and born again in you. 

quoted in 'Mysticism in Religion' by Dean Inge  
  
Remember that there is but one man in the world, with whom you are to have perpetual contention, and 

be always striving to exceed him, and that is yourself. 
"William Law: The Works", vol.2, ‘Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life’ ch. 18  

  
 

World, observations, how to live in 
  
Ambition and worldly cares distract the mind, and fill it with false concerns, but even these tempers are 

in a nearer state to religion, and less indispose the soul to it, than idleness and indulgence. For ambition and 
worldly cares, though they employ the mind wrong, yet as they employ it, they preserve some degree of 
activity in it, which by some means or other may happen to take a right turn; but idleness and indulgence is 
the death and burial of the soul. 

"William Law: The Works", vol.1, From ‘Practical Treatise upon Christian Perfection’ ch.8  
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